
1 

 

 

CLAN CHATTER 

VOL. 18, ISSUE 1, SPRING 2022 

 

Published for the  

 

MacDuffee Clan Society of America, Inc. 

Organized 1962 on Grandfather Mountain 

Incorporated 1968 and 2018 as Amended 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

Message from the President 
 

MACDUFFEES BACK ON THE MOUNTAIN FOR OUR 60th YEAR 
 

Finally, it is time to renew old acquaintances and meet new friends on Grandfather Mountain.  We have 
unfortunately missed the last two years due to the COVID Pandemic.  While there is much to plan and 
celebrate, I do hope that my Kilt has not “shrunk” too much. 
Last Fall we announced that we will convene our Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games which will be held July 7th to July 10th.  Our AGM will be held on Saturday July 9th and is 
scheduled for 12:30-1:30pm at the Chief’s Tent.  This is the 60th year since our formal organizing on the 
Mountain.  It was July 15, 1962, at the 7th annual Grandfather Mountain Highland Games when our 
predecessors met to form our MacDuffee Clan Society.  There is a list of attendees at this meeting later in the 
Chatter. 
We will be electing 2023 Officers at the AGM.  Please let me know if there is any position that you wish to 
consider.  All position changes will involve a one-year transition period. 
We will also convene a MacDuffee Clan Society Tent at the Loon Mountain Games held September 16th to the 
18th in Lincoln, New Hampshire.   
Both games have well organized websites for registration and a list of events each day.  There are many 
athletic events at the Games, and we encourage any of our athletic members to compete and represent the 
Clan.  We have had many medalists successfully compete. 
Plan your travel schedules to hopefully include attending one of the Games this year.  We certainly look 
forward to seeing the extended family again. 
Sincerely, 
Thomas Patrick McDuffee FSA Scot 
President MacDuffee Clan Society of America, Inc. 
 
 
     SOCIETY OFFICERS     COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

PRESIDENT       MCDUFFEE NORTHERN LINE   
Thomas Patrick McDuffee     Donna McDuffee Infantino  

 9902 Woods Edge Dr.     63 Walden St., Apt 1 
Fishers, IN 46037-9341     Winthrop, MA 02152 
Email: tpmjjm@aol.com      Email: Donnaminfantion@hotmail.com 

        Tel: (617) 892-2298 
SR VICE PRESIDENT & Treasurer    
 David Nathan McDuffie    GUFFEY/McGUFFEY    
 12349 Wagon Wheel Trace     Dr. Carroll W. McGuffey 

McCalla, AL 35111     1975 Cleveland Rd. 
Email: dnmcduffie@gmail.com     Bogart, GA 30622  

 
 VICE PRESIDENT     DUFFIE 

Allan McDuffie      Richard Ledyard 
 5209 Marina Club Dr.     604 Hearthside Rd. 

 Wilmington, NC 28409     Knoxville, TN 37934-2636 
Email: allanmcduffie@yahoo.com     Email: Rwledyard68@gmail.com 
        Tel: (865) 671-2555 

SECRETARY/REGISTRAR      
 Jennifer Jo McDuffee    McAFEE/McFIE/McFEE   
 (See President Data)     Patricia McAfee Green 
        995 Pearl St 
EDITOR       Albany, NY 12207-1430 
 Julie MacDuffie Hall     Email: pgreen2001@yahoo.com 
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 Watertown, NY 13601       
 Email: juliehall522@yahoo.com    McPHEE/McPHIE/MacPHEE  
 Tel: (315) 486-3501     Beth Willis 
        91 Flowers Court 
GENEALOGY CHAIRMAN     Ionia, MI 48846 
 Terrie L. Nielsen      Email: bethwillis48003@yahoo.com 
 5124 E. Highway 67       Tel: (616) 527-9605  
 Alvarado, TX 76009    McHAFFEY  
 Email: mktxsis@gmail.com     Susan M. Mahaffey Keener 

Tel: (940) 453-3368      912 Williams Rd. 
        Lewisville, NC 27023 

LIBRARIAN        Email: sabekeener@triad.rr.com 
 Keeper of Genealogy Records is the     Tel: (336) 945-2352 

 Scottish Heritage Center Library      
 1700 Dogwood Mile    MCDUFFIE/Y/Southern Line 
 Laurinburg, NC 28352     W. Cliff McDuffie 

        6130 17th St. 
CHAPLAIN: Open      Zephyrhills, FL 33542 
GENERAL COUNSEL: Open      Email: zgator@verizon.net 
        Tel: (813) 833-3704  
TECHNICAL OFFICER     

 Staci Ingram     NC MCDUFFIE  
 547 Airport Rd.      Kim McDuffie 
 Taylorville, NC 28681     1816 Park Dr. 

Email: stacijingram@gmail.com     Raleigh, NC 27605 
Tel: (828) 514-2668     Email: spraguekm@gmail.com 
       Tel: (919) 623-1831 

 
 

Clan Society Topics 
 
Future Clan Society Leaders 
   If you have interest in being a servant leader or have expertise in Genealogy in any family line of our 
Clan Society, please let any of the current officers know of your interest or contact me directly.  It is a 
little work, but the reward is a lifetime of friendships and “cousins” from everywhere.  You may apply 
for any current position.  We need and welcome qualified candidates and backups to assure continuity 
for our Clan Society to continue and improve. 
 
2022 Games Schedule 
   The MacDuffee Clan Society plans to convene our 58th 2022 AGM on Grandfather Mountain on 
Saturday July 9th.  The 65th Grandfather Mountain Games will run from July 7th to the 10th, 2022.  We 
also will sponsor a tent at the Loon Mountain Games the third weekend of September 2022 in 
Lincoln, NH.  The dates are September 16, 17 and 18.  Both Games have very professional websites at 
GMHG.ORG and NHSCOT.ORG where you can view videos about the games and review all the ticket 
options available for the times you would like to visit.  
 
International Macfie Clan Seeks New Commander 
   Our Clan Commander Iain McFie has announced that he is stepping down as commander.  The 
International Clan at this time has reached out to the Court of the Lord Lyon for guidance regarding 
how to select a new commander.  Unfortunately, the Court has been closed due to the pandemic and 
has informed the International Clan that it may be 2022 before any action may proceed which would 
include a family convention.  We certainly wish Iain well and thank him for his service to the Clan.  
We were advised that Iain’s brother, Bob McFie, will temporarily fulfill his duties until a new 
Commander is elected 
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MacDuffee Scholarship 
   Please be reminded that eligible students may apply, by May 1st of their Senior year, for the 
MacDuffee THE Younger Scholarship.  Details and application are listed on our website:  
macduffeeclansociety.org 
    
 
Your Family Tree Story 
   As a reminder we have added a section to include short stories about your family history.  Send our 
Editor Julie MacDuffie Hall your best short story about your history, significant family achievements 
that are of interest to the Clan Society or special events in history that you or your family experienced.  
Thanks! 
 

McDuffee, William Randolph Hearst and Lillian Russell? 
(J.H. McDuffee Follow Up Story April 2020 and Fall 2017) 
Submitted by his Grandson 

 
In the Spring 2020 Clan Chatter we recounted the story of J. H. McDuffee who was the President of Prest-O-
Lite Battery Company and that he had passed away in 1943.  He had quite a life story involving receiving a 
speeding ticket for traveling faster than 12 miles per hour….in 1899, selling and flying planes, selling 
automobiles and presiding over a large company. 
A short time after the Chatter was issued our Clan Society President was contacted by a descendent of Joseph 
(Joe) H McDuffee.  His name is Tom McDuffee DDS and Joe’s grandson.  Tom was gracious and has shared 
further detail about his grandfather from an article in Collier’s National Weekly from July 1955. 
 
 
 
The article was, “The Auto Comes to Stay” by Kyle Crichton a staff writer for Collier’s. 
“In the old days the auto salesman had his problems.  It took more than reason to get a sensible man in one of 
those contraptions with the motor under the seat and a water tank hanging from the rear.  The salesman had 
to be a promoter, a mechanic, a ballyhoo artist, a stunt performer, and a magician. 
The first automobile show was held in New York in November 1900, but cars had been sold before that.  J. H. 

McDuffee, now VP of the Auto-Lite 
Corporation, represented Locomobile in 
New York in 1899.” 
McDuffee knew what he was up against 
and decided to maximize the auto’s 
exposure by convincing the New York Fire 
Chief to try the car versus the usually 
effective horses.  McDuffee hoped that 
crowds arriving to the fire would see his car 
in action.  This attempt failed and ended in 
a near crash and injury to the Fire Chief.  

This defeat was followed by another.  Both McDuffee in his steam-operated car and Arthur Newton in his 
Wood Electric car were pinched for exceeding ten miles an hour on Broadway.  The disgrace for McDuffee was 
that he had been overtaken by a bicycle cop—not an excellent advertisement for the merits of his product.  
(Could this have been an early version of Drag Racing??) 
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Auto dealers began to go to extremes to prove the autos worth by driving up the steps of buildings to 
demonstrate power and then show how their brakes worked by driving back down.   
“The greatest stunt of all was pulled by Joe McDuffee at the first Madison Square Garden show.  J. B. Walker, 
owner of the Mobile auto, had a row with the show managers and was refused space on the show floor.  He 
therefore hired the roof of the Garden for his own show.”  Now, how can we attract a crowd outside the main 
event? 
McDuffee solved this by having a wooden runway built from the roof to the statue of Diana, fifty-three feet 
above.  The ramp was in three sections covering 200 feet with a maximum grade of 42%.  He then proceeded 
to repeatedly drive the Mobile up and down the incline drawing huge crowds.  
William Randolph Hearst was interested in motorcars and the feat on the roof was something his Journal 
circulation could use.  Hearst thought it would be a beautiful thing if Lillian Russel made the trip with Mr. 
McDuffee.  McDuffee thought so too, and the publicity raged until the police stepped in.  Due to risk for Lillian 
Russell, there would be no trip.  However, a plot for Lillian to ride with McDuffee was planned for the last day 
of the event with staged photos being released which again drew large crowds.  Lilian being smarter than her 
agent skipped the event and McDuffee being the consummate auto salesman convinced another young lady in 
the crowd to accompany him repeatedly up and down the incline. 
J. H. McDuffee’s career has been covered in previous editions of the Chatter along with his famous brother 
Eddie McDuffee, World Record holder in cycling at the turn of the century. 
Many Thanks to Thomas McDuffee DDS for sharing his family history. 
 
 
International Clan Parliament: 2023 
The Clan is planning for the next International Parliament to be held in Scotland in 2023.  This date is 
important as our last Clan Chief died in 1623, 400 years earlier. 
This may, if planning goes well, be the first opportunity for our new Clan Commander to lead the 
Parliament 

There is a web seminar on family research in Scotland that might be helpful to those interested 
at: http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/webinars.asp about halfway down the page there is the 
link, it is under archived webinars:   RESEARCHING YOUR SCOTTISH ANCESTORS. Scotland 
has a wealth of records available to assist you in researching your Scottish ancestry. Scottish 
statutory records of births, marriages and deaths began in 1855 and are available online 
together with census returns from 1841-1911. Other records include Old Parish Records of 
baptisms, marriages and burials, records from Catholic archives and Scottish wills and 
testaments. 

 
Genealogy library & museum now can be reached by 
http://www.masoncountymuseum.org/articles/home/asp 

 
 

 
WEB SITES for RESEARCH 

 
Come join us on Facebook at - MacDuffee Clan Society of America 
 
Beth Gay’s new web site is http://www.electricscotland.com/bnft/  Family Tree a very good Publication covering Scottish Clan 
& the games. 
The Scottish Parliament has finally decided to establish an official tartan register.  It will be maintained by the Keeper of the Records 
of Scotland and kept at the National Archives in Edinburgh.  The register will also be available online. 
at www.tartanregister.gov.uk  
http://www.ancestry.com/   This site has a plethora of information.  It will let you search but must join to retrieve data. 
http://www.recordslogin.com/members/?stid=4jvr8k0klvvjs9smas4a8pkfh7   

http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/webinars.asp
http://www.masoncountymuseum.org/articles/home/asp
http://www.electricscotland.com/bnft/
http://www.tartanregister.gov.uk/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.recordslogin.com/members/?stid=4jvr8k0klvvjs9smas4a8pkfh7
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    http://www.scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk/     
    http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/      

http://www.search.labs.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#start  
http://www.ancestryquest.com/ 
http://govgenealogyseach.com/  
http://mt-spurr.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy/  This is the Allen County, Indiana Public Library, genealogy section.  They  
have volunteers that, for about $10, will research everything in the state for you. 
http://www.colonsay.org.uk/Housechart.htm   

   Scottish Heritage Center | American Revolution Tour of N.C. 
amrevnc.com/scottish-heritage-center 
 

 

 
Clan Society Items 

   Clan Society Polo-Shirts are available.  They are green with the MacDuffee Clan Society logo 
with the claymore behind it embroidered on the left breast.  The cost is $ 25.00.  Anyone wishing 
to purchase items please contact David Nathan McDuffie, our SR VP and Treasurer. 
  Clan Society T-Shirts are also available by contacting David Nathan McDuffee.  They are 
$18.00 for S-XL, and $21 for larger sizes. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Henry McDuffee Chase of Stoneham, MA as a Life Member 
Linda Shaw Olsen has upgraded her membership from Annual to Life Member 
Clan Expansion:   
Life Member, Frederick McDuffee, and his wife Cathy are pleased to proudly welcome and announce a 
new granddaughter.  A healthy Valerie Vonn McDuffee was born to Michael and Ashley McDuffee 
and welcomed by 20-month-old sister Quinta May on November 23, 2021, in Raleigh, NC.  
Valerie was 7lb-13oz, 20-1/2 inches at birth. Valerie is thriving and off to a great start. 
You may remember that grandfather Fred and Valerie's mom Ashley both completed the much 
respected and feared Grandfather Mountain Marathon representing the MacDuffee Clan Society. 

 

 
BOOK REVIEW 

 
Scottish National Memorials 
A Record of the Historical and Archaeological Collection in the Bishops Castle, 
Glasgow, 1888 Edited by James Paton 
 
Preface – THIS volume is the outgrowth of the interest excited by the Historical and Archaeological 
Collection which was brought together in the ‘Bishop’s Castle’ – a reproduction of the ancient Castle 
of Glasgow, designed by the late Mr. James Sellars and for the Glasgow International Exhibition of 
1888.  That collection of Scottish National Memorial was the largest that had ever been brought 
together, and it was felt to be worthy of a more permanent record than could be given by any official 
catalogue.  It was, therefore, determine to prepare a volume which should not only be an illustrated 
memorial but a national contribution to the History of Scottish Antiquities and a vivid picture of 
Scottish life.  Of that determination the present volume is the fulfilment. 
The whole collection has been carefully examined by experts, who have contributed accounts of many 
relics which are intimately bound up with Scottish history.  The more important contributions have 
been discussed and illustrated in detail, while whatever was deemed of trivial or merely local and 
limited interest has been either omitted or passed over without comment.  The story given with each 

http://www.scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://www.search.labs.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#start
http://www.ancestryquest.com/
http://govgenealogyseach.com/
http://mt-spurr.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy/
http://www.colonsay.org.uk/Housechart.htm
https://search.aol.com/click/_ylt=A0geK9ddvlxiqqkA33BpCWVH;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1650274014/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2famrevnc.com%2fscottish-heritage-center%2f/RK=0/RS=0Bvat0rdEHz5CW_fYRZKM5w3yzM-
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object lent, and the story told by the object itself, have been duly weighed.  In some cases, it has been 
found that the appearance of the objects is inconsistent with traditions which have been cherished 
regarding them, but it has been thought proper, when these traditions themselves were found to be of 
wide acceptance and venerable antiquity, to give some account of the stories which attach to 
themselves. 
The article upon old Scottish Silverplate and its Hallmarks gives, it is believed, for the first time a full 
account of the condition of silversmiths’ work in various parts of Scotland from many of which it has 
long disappeared.  The paper upon Archery may also be specially mentioned on account of the fulness 
with which the medals of the Royal Company of Archers have been for the first time described and 
illustrated: while the very remarkable relic known as the Kennet Ciborium has been made the subject 
of a thorough historical and scientific investigation and has been illustrated with all completeness. 
The portions of the work for which the several contributors are responsible are indicated in the Table 
of Contents.  The opinion and advice of these gentlemen were, however, freely communicated on 
many other points: and substantial contributions from several of them are scattered throughout the 
entire book. Thus, notes by Mr. John M. Gray [signed ‘J.M.G.] and Mr. Brook [signed ‘A.I.S.B.’] will 
be found in many parts of the work.  Thanks are due also to Mr. David Murray, LL.D., and Mr. J. 
Dalrymple Dunean for several contributions which do not appear in the sections specially connected 
with their names.  In a work containing so much and such varied information, it is impossible to 
enumerate the names of all who have afforded assistance: but, in addition to those whose names are 
on the title page, particular mention must be made of Mr. Walter Clark, of the Edinburgh Museum of 
Science and Art, for his contributions relating to Edinburgh: of Mr. A.H. Constable for his exhaustive 
description of the Kennet Ciborium: of Mr. Murray Lyon for his paper on the Roman Lodge, and of 
Dr. Joseph Anderson, of the Society of Antiquaries, for the invaluable assistance that he has rendered 
throughout the progress of the work, and for the untiring courtesy with which he has placed the 
resources of the Library of the Society and of the Museum of National Antiquities at the disposal of 
the Editor and his fellow-workers. 
The Publishers also desire to acknowledge the kindness of those who have permitted the use of 
existing engravings for the purpose of reproduction in this volume.  These are acknowledged in detail 
in the List of Illustrations.   
One word as to the arrangement in the volume.  The material has been divided into groups, but it has 
not been possible to preserve the integrity of each group, owing to the interlacing of subjects.  A piece 
of antique silver or of furniture may be found under the heading of Burghal Relics, and not under that 
of Scottish Plate or Scottish Life.  A portrait or a medal may have been dealt with as a historic or 
personal relic rather than as a work of art. A reference to the Index will, however, remove any 
inconvenience of search owing to such apparent incongruities. 
Glasgow, April 15, 1890 
Download the book here in pdf format  
Be sure to check out photos at our MacDuffee Clan Society website - MacDuffeeclansociety.com, and 
on Facebook.  
 
  

THE SCOTLAND SHOP 
 
The Scotland Shop* is coming to Albany, NY * The Scotland Shop is a COSCA member. We have 
served customers in the US from our base in Duns in the Scottish Borders for 19 years and from our 
Edinburgh store since 2017. We are very excited to announce that in January 22 we will be opening a 
store in Albany, capital of New York state. Our appointments page is open. Be one of the first to visit! 
You might be wondering why Albany and why open a branch overseas in such uncertain times? We 
have sold to customers in the US and overseas since Day 1, and both the internet and social media 
have meant that despite, being located in a very rural area in the south of Scotland, we are not limited 
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by the local population in how we can grow our business. The opportunity to reach customers is 
almost unlimited. In the last 18 months our favourite move has been into video appointments and 
consultations with customers. Everyone is so used to Zoom, now and it is great fun teaching people 
how to measure and chatting about tartan with someone thousands of miles away, hearing their 
family stories, and why they are choosing that specific tartan. However, despite, all of the above and 
fabulous e-commerce and video calling, nothing beats face to face as in pre-Covid. To start 
researching where to have our base in the US we ran pop-up shops and attended Highland Games all 
over the country. These were well received and the passion from our American customers spurred us 
on to do mountains of desk research during Covid into key populations with Scottish heritage, 
locations with historical connections to Scotland. It has been an amazing journey. We have learnt so 
much and spoken to so many interesting people running Scottish Societies and events. Albany is a 
great location for accessing the rest of the US and popping over the border into Canada. We shall run 
a regular pop-up measuring service in New York once a month, and support lots of events and 
organizations from our new base. We will also be able to extend our customer service hours and 
provide you with even more opportunities to chat to our tartan experts, whether you can make it to 
Albany or not. Some of you might have already met our Marketing Manager, Emily Redman, who will 
spearhead the project taking up residence in the States and she can’t wait to meet you all. Send her 
your thoughts and ideas or arrange a call to discuss them, emily@scotlandshop.com    
 
 
 

ATTENDEES at the 1962 ORGANIZING MEETING for CLAN MACDUFFEE 
From the 1962 Minutes: (Please let us know if you or your ancestors are in this list.) 
“Upon occasion of the Seventh Annual Grandfather Mountain Highland Games & Scottish Clan Gathering, the 
Clan MacDuffee (in pro) had its organizational meeting atop Grandfather Mountain, Linville, North Carolina on 
July 15, 1962. 
There were present:  Mrs. Pettway Burwell, Waterboro, SC, Mrs. Helen W. Coxon, Ludowici, GA, Mrs. Annie 
McD. Jessup, Miss Emily Jessup, and Miss Ruby Jessup, all of Clarkton, NC, Miss Ann Jessup, Elizabethtown, NC, 
Mrs. Walter Meeks, Richmond Hill, GA, Mr. & Mrs. Allen McDuffie, Allenhurst, NJ, Mr. & Mrs. Duncan D. 
McDuffie & Susan Cameron, Mary Moore & Elizabeth Archer all of Charlotte, NC, Dr. & Mrs. Harold F. 
McDuffie Jr., & Kurt Charles, David F., Mark Whitney & Gregory P., all of Oak Ridge, TN, Mr. & Mrs. James H. 
McDuffie, III & James IV, John S., and Michael P., all of Hendersonville, NC, Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. McDuffie & 
Robert S. Jr., Peter Dodd, & James F. all of Asheville, NC,  Mrs. Mary Williams Owen, Ludowici, GA. 
There were also present at the Games but unable to attend the meeting:  Mr. & Mrs. Aubrey McAfee, Lake 
Wales, FL, Col. & Mrs. Broadus McAfee, Fairfax, VA, Capt. & Mrs. Charles S. Dearborn, Fort Bragg, NC, Mrs. 
Lottie I. McD. Thomasson, Raeford, NC, Mrs. Dottie T. Smith, Raleigh, NC. 
Best wishes and regrets and support for the new Clan were received from many including: Mrs. John David 
McDuffie, Macon, GA, Roy Holland McDuffie, Asheville, NC, Miss Helen Oliver, Fairmont, NC, D. P. McDuffee 
Esq., Henderson, NC, Frederick H. Kent, Esq., Jacksonville, FL, Col. Dallas Townsend, Montclair, NJ, Rev. Allen 
Lacy McDuffie, Candor, NC, Milbank McFie, Los Angeles, CA, Mrs. Love McD. Tolbert, Columbus, GA, Rev. 
William L. MacDuffie, West Somerville, MA, William C. McDuffie, Los Angeles, CA, Leon McDuffie, Wilmington, 
NC, Rev. Archibald McD. Tolbert, Baton Rouge, LA, Rev. Malcolm MacDuffie, Boothbay Harbor, Maine.” 
Following the reading of the minutes in 1968 Dr. Robert S. McDuffie, was unanimously elected the first 
President of Clan MacDuffee.  This is quite a distinguished list of members. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:emily@scotlandshop.com
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Highland Dance Spotlight 
WHAT IS HIGHLAND DANCE? 

 
About Highland Dance: “Scottish Highland Dancing is a celebration of the Scottish spirit.  The 
dances are a spectacular combination of 
strength, agility, movement, music and costume.  
Unlike other dance mediums, Highland dances are 
generally danced solo and in competition.  
Dancers typically dance to traditional Scottish 
music such as Strathspeys, Reels, Hornpipes 
and Jigs all played by an accompanying 
bagpiper, 
Highland dancing was traditionally 
preformed by men but is now preformed by men 
and women. It is one of few arenas whereas 
women compete equally.  In most competitions, 
the number of women competing far 
exceeds the number of men.” 
The Highland Fling: “Likely the oldest of the traditional dances of Scotland, the Highland Fling 
signifies victory following a battle.  The warriors made this dance a feat of strength and agility by 
dancing on their upturned shields which had a sharp spike of steel projecting from the center.  
Dancers learned early to move with great skill and dexterity.  Others say the Highland Fling was 
inspired by the sight of a deer prancing on a hillside.  The upraised arms and hands in the dance 
represent the deer’s antlers. 
The Sword Dance: “Legend has it that the initial Ghillie Callum was created by Malcolm Canmore, 
a Celtic Prince who fought a battle in 1054.  Triumphant, he crossed his opponent’s sword with his 
own and danced over them celebrating his victory.  It is also said that the Highland warriors danced 
the Sword Dance prior to battle.  If the warrior touched the swords, it was considered a bad omen, 
alluding to injury or death in battle.”  
Seann Triubhas (Old Trouser): “This dance originated as a pollical protest dating back to 1745 
when the wearing of the kilt was an act of treason.  Pronounced “shawn trews,” this Gaelic phrase 
means “old trousers.”  The beautiful, graceful steps reflect the restrictions imposed by the foreign 
trousers.  The lively quick time in the dance recreates the Highlanders’ celebration of rediscovered 
freedom.” 
 
 
 
April 6th was chosen as Tartan Day to commemorate the signing of the Declaration of Arbroath.  
The Declaration of Arbroath was a formal 
letter which set out to confirm Scotland’s 
statue as an independent, sovereign 
state as well as its use of military action when 
unjustly attacked.  Written Latin, it was 
sent to Pope John XXII in 1320. 
The Declaration was one of three letters sent 
to the Pope.  Abbot Bernard of Abbey most 
likely drafted it on behalf of the nobles and 
barons of Scotland.  The other letters included 
one from King Robert Bruce himself and one 
from four Scottish bishops, attempting to 
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abate the papal hostility.  Of these, Declaration is the sole survivor.  The hand-written parchment 
received the seals of several Scottish barons and was then taken to the papal court at Avignon in 
France by Sire Adam Gordon. 
 
 

Competition Trophies – GMHG 
 
Sponsor a GMHG 
This is a great way to make a tax-deductible contribution 
to a GMHG sponsored event, to encourage the 
perpetuation of our traditions and gain positive 
exposure for our Clan.  Trophies are awarded in 
Highland Dance, Piping & Drumming, Athletics, Track 
and Field, Celtic Harp, and Scottish Fiddle. GMHG is very 
grateful for the support of donors and sponsors to help 
make the games possible every year. 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETINGS, GAMES AND GATHERINGS 
 
May 27 International Macfie Clan Day 
June 24-25 Ohio Scottish Games & Celtic Festival, 19201 E. Bagley Road, Middleburg, OH 444130 
 www.ohioscottishgames.com  
July 7-10 Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 
July 9 Our Annual General Meeting 
Aug 13-14 CeltFest, Civic Center Park, Pueblo West, CO 
 www.clanfraserrserve.com  
Sept 16018 New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival at Loon Mountain 
 www.nhscot.org 
Sept 24-26 Prescott Highland Games & Celtic Faire, 3101 N. Highway 89, Prescott, AZ 
 www.prescottareacelticsociety.com  
Oct 9 Indianapolis Scottish Heavy Athletic Invitational, 8600 S. Meridia St., Indianapolis, IN 46217 
 www.indyscot.com  
Nov 12-13 Highland Games & Celtic Music Festival, Harrison County Fairgrounds 15321 County Farm  
 Road, Gulfport, MS 39503  www.mshighlandsandislands.com  
 
 
 

Student Board Member (Open) 
 
Students interested in applying for consideration as the Student Committee Member should submit 
the following information to the President of MacDuffee Clan Society: 
Name, Date of Birth, Year in School, Organization (school, civic, service) membership(s), your Clan 
Society membership level or member name of parent and/or grandparent.  (Note that all dues must 
be current.)  Please submit a paragraph as to why you would like to serve the Clan Society.   
Submit your input to Thomas McDuffee, President, MacDuffee Clan Society at tpmjjm@aol.com.  
 

http://www.ohioscottishgames.com/
http://www.clanfraserrserve.com/
http://www.nhscot.org/
http://www.prescottareacelticsociety.com/
http://www.indyscot.com/
http://www.mshighlandsandislands.com/
mailto:tpmjjm@aol.com
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 Duties of the Student Board Member include the following: 
1.) Responsible for sharing of the Scottish information, assisting with the coordination of the 

Clan Society Marches at the AGM at Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, and 
providing Society interface with the children in the MacDuffee Clan Society. 

2.) Participates in the review of Clan Society Scholarship recommendations unless they are a 
candidate. 

3.) Assures that Clan Tents are maintained. 
4.) Student Board Members do not have a vote in Clan Society affairs unless they are at least 18 

years of age prior to the AGM. 
5.) Student Board Members are to be at least 13 years of age by the first AGM in which they 

serve and may serve for 2-year terms unless reelected unopposed. 
6.) Encourages other youth members of the Society to compete in the Highland Games 

competition. 
7.) Attendance at AGMs is not mandatory, but input of important. 

 
 

CLAN CHATTER INFORMATION 
 
The Clan Chatter is scheduled to be published in Spring and Fall of each year.  Clan Society members 
with articles, need to submit them by the 15th of March or September for consideration.  These can 
include births, marriages, deaths, achievements and, etc.  Please advise the Editor of any 
changes in address or email addresses.  Anyone that is currently receiving an issue by snail 
mail and wishes to have an electronic copy please let her know.  They can be submitted by forwarding 
to Julie MacDuffie Hall (Editor) at 506 Stone St., Watertown, NY 13601 or juliehall522@yahoo.com.   
 
IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT THE USPS WILL RAISE THE POSTAL RATES YET 
AGAIN TO $.60 FOR 1ST CLASS MAIL.  I STRONGLY ENCOURAGE EVERYONE THAT 
HAS INTERNET ACCESS TO FORWARD YOU EMAIL ADDRESS (IF YOU HAVEN’T 
ALREADY).  JUST THIS WEEK I RECEIVED A RETURNED NEWSLETTER FROM THE 
OCTOBER MAILING.  WE WOULD LIKE TO KEEP COSTS DOWN. 
 
 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 
I’ve included a map of Scotland with the divisions for all the Clans.  You will find our island in the 
lower left.   
We faired well this winter, had a couple of snowstorms, (nothing very serious), and so far, a great 
spring.  We open our camp at the end of this month.  We are expecting our 7th great grandchild 
(a boy) around Labor Day. 
 
   

  
 
 
 

mailto:juliehall522@yahoo.com
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From the family of Julie and the Clan Officers 

                       
 

 

 

 


